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SUBJECT: GUINEAN OFFSHORE OIL EXPLORATION 

REF: CONAKRY 1076 

1. BUTTES REPRESENTATIVE FRANK WALSH TOLD EMBASSY DECEMBER 15 
THAT OFFSHORE DRILLING FOR SOGUIP, JOINT GUINEAN-US PETROLEUM 
COMPANY, NOW EXPECTED TO START IN FEBRUARY 1976. WALSO RECENTLY 
RETURNED FROM VISIT TO US, ACCOMPANIED BY VANCE T. GREENE, 
REPRESENTATIVE OF OCEAN DRILLING EXPLORATION COMPANY (ODECO) 

OF NEW ORLEANS. ODECO DRILLING RIG AND CREW WILL BE 

BROUGHT TO CONAKRY FROM ADRIATIC. 

2. THIS DEVELOPMENT FOLLOWS LONG PERIOD OF UNCERTAINTY, BUTTES' 
APPARENT INABILITY TO FIND SUITABLE RIG AND RSPORTEDLY ALSO 
DIFFICULTIES IN FINANCING OPERATION. HALCO PRESIDENT HARRY FAWCETT, 
ON RECENT VISIT TO CONAKRY FOR 

CBG BOARD MEETING, TOLD EMBASSY THAT BUTTES HAD APPROACHED 
HALCO FOR FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION, BUT THAT HALCO WAS NOT INTEREST- 
ED. GUINEAN MINISTER OF MINES, LAMINE TOURE ALSO PROPOSED FINANCIAL 
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LUSSIER) DURING LUSSIER'S RECENT VISIT. EMBASSY ASSUMES THAT SOME 
OF THESE PROBLEMS ARE NOW PARTIALLY RESOLVED. 

3. WALSH AND GREENE VISITED CONAKRY THIS TIME PRIMARILY TO INFORM 
GOG OF DRILLING SCHEDULE. GREENE ALSO MAKING PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF 
CONAKRY PORT AND OTHER LOGISTIC FACILITIES. THEY WERE ABLE TO SEE 
MOUSSA DIATITE (PRESIDENT OF STATE COMMITTEE FOR AMERICAS AND OF 
SOGUIP) JUST AS LATTER DEPARTING CONAKRY FOR VISIT TO CUBA, 

JAMICA AND US. DIAKITE HAS BEEN CONCERNED ABOUT DELAY IN BE- 
GINNING OPERATION, AND ACCORDING TO WALSH WAS DELIGHTED AT NEWS. 

HARROP 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM, EXPLORATORY DRILLING 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 DEC 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975CONAKR02246 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750437-0162 
From: CONAKRY 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 236/aaaabgbj. tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 CONAKRY 1076 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: greeneet 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 AUG 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <1 1 DEC 2003 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GUINEAN OFFSHORE OIL EXPLORATION 
TAGS: EMIN, GV, US, BUTTES 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



